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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Your feedback invited about the Certificate II in Water Industry Operations
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Australian Industry Standards (AIS) is coordinating a review of qualifications in the National Water Training Package. A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has been formed and is starting with a review of the Certificate II in Water Industry Operations (NWP20115). The Certificate III in Water Industry Operations and Certificate III in Water Industry Treatment will follow as part of this project. Kim Moore (Unitywater) and Brad Milfull (Logan City Council) are representing Queensland on the TAC along with qldwater. There are other representatives from other jurisdictions, with a range of different technical expertise of relevance to the package.

The proposal at this stage is to keep the Certificate II as a generic qualification and not stream it. You can view the qualification including all units at: https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/NWP20115. 

qldwater is keen to hear your feedback about the qualification so we can provide that to the TAC for consideration. Please send through any comments about the Cert II generally or any of the units by 2 November to csargent@qldwater.com.au or call 07 3632 6853 to provide your feedback over the phone. 

Following a lengthy review process, the final draft of the revised Diploma of Water Industry Operations is now available for viewing, prior to it being submitted to the Australian Industry and Skills Committee for endorsement. You can view the draft on the AIS website.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Queensland Water Skills Forum – 7 March 2019
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Save the date of Thursday 7 March 2019 for the Queensland Water Skills Forum in Brisbane!

Following the success of the inaugural event earlier this year, the 2019 Water Skills Forum will bring together more than 60 representatives from Queensland water utilities to discuss critical workforce and skilling issues. The one-day program will include presentations and workshops conducted by industry experts to assist delegates with capability building and workforce planning and will provide a number of networking opportunities, including an optional dinner. More information and registrations will be available in January 2019:

1. Forum attendance will be free for up to three delegates for members of the Water Skills Partnership 
1. qldwater members (who aren’t part of the Skills Partnership) will be able to attend at a heavily discounted rate
1. We have introduced sponsorship opportunities for the 2019 forum, please contact csargent@qldwater.com.au if you are interested.

qldwater has recently published an article highlighting the workforce challenges facing the Queensland water industry in the IPWEAQ journal (see page 80): https://issuu.com/ipweaqld/docs/ipweaq_epw_-_september_2018?e=24107976/64566174. Special thanks to Anthony Lipsys of Banana Shire Council for his contribution to the article. Please contact Carlie Sargent at csargent@qldwater.com.au or 07 3632 6853 for more information about the Skills Forum or to discuss your training needs or workforce challenges. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. WIOA FNQ Water Interest Day & Charity Bowls
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
qldwater was pleased to attend the WIOA FNQ Water Interest Day in Cairns last week along with more than 75 water industry representatives. Carlie Sargent from qldwater provided an update on skilling and training initiatives, including the 47 operators currently participating in gap training to become Certified Operators. The day included a range of presentations highlighting the excellent work of Operators across the region and hosted the inaugural FNQ Main Tapping competition, won by the team from Cassowary Coast Regional Council. The day ended with barefoot bowls sponsored by Trility. Congratulations to WIOA and the FNQ Committee for a great day!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Associated Organisations’ Announcements
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Water Teachers Needed!

TAFE Queensland SkillsTech is looking for water industry experts with a broad range of skills and experience in drinking water and/or wastewater treatment to fill a number of casual teaching roles (with the possibility to extend to full time). Applicants will need to hold or be willing to obtain relevant formal vocational qualifications (minimum Cert III in Drinking Water and/or Wastewater Treatment) as well as a Certificate IV in Training and Assessment (TAE40116). This is a great opportunity to help influence the future water workforce by delivering resources in a face-to-face, practical environment, and by mentoring distance students. For more information contact Richard Cary, Acting Business Manager, SkillsTech, on (07) 3259 3058 or 0414 634 952 or Richard.Cary@tafe.qld.edu.au. 
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